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What’s happening at AWSS

15 -19 Oct
Mon 15 Oct
Mon 15 OCT
Tues 16 Oct
Wed 17 Oct
Mon 22 Oct
Wed 24 Oct
Fri 26 Oct
Fri 26 Oct
Fri 26 Oct
Fri 26 Oct
Wed 31 Oct
Mon 5 Nov
Fri 9 Nov
Sun 11 Nov

Thurs 15 Nov
Fri 16 Nov
Mon 19 Nov
19 - 30 Nov
Fri 23 Nov
Fri 30 Nov
Wed 5 Dec

Thurs 6 Dec

Mon 10 Dec
Wed 12 Dec
Thurs 13 Dec

Fri 14 Dec

Thurs 24 Jan
Mon 28 Jan
Tues 29 Jan

Year 6 Camp

P&C Meeting

VITAL Program Yr 5 Girls

Prep Transition Day & Info Session
VITAL Program Yr 5 Boys

Student Free Day

Academic Triathlon - Spelling
World Teacher's Day

Sport Electives Commence
Student Returns Survey due
Student of the Month Parade

Prep Transition Day & Info Session
Parent Information Session - Prep 2019
Remembrance Day Parade 9:00am

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle - P&C
Fundraiser
Prep Transition Day & Info Session

Year 5 Student Leader Submissions Due
P&C Meeting

Prep Enrolment Interviews

Student of the Month Parade

Year 5 Student Leader Elections

Secondary School Readiness Day
Rosedale

Secondary School Readiness Day
Rosedale - Smarty Pants Day.

Year 6 Graduation Dinner

Presentation Night

Behaviour Celebration Day, School Clean
Up Day, Student Reports sent home
Last day of school for 2018

2019 School Year
Class Lists for Day 1 to Day 8 Released
Australia Day Public Holiday

School Commences for 2019 for all year
levels.

World of Maths

Students spent the last two days of Term 3 exploring
mathematical problem solving through a range of hands
on investigations.




From the Principal

Mr Trevor Buchanan

Each term, we think the next one is going to be a little quieter, but it just never seems to turn out that way.
We are welcomed back to Term 4 with an exciting, but very busy ten weeks of learning and transition into
stages of life. For our Year 6 students it is the final preparation and last days of their primary schooling. As
we prepare to say farewell to this cohort of students, we are at the beginning of the process for another
generation of children starting their journey with our school in 2019. This term is also a little different, as
it is my last one at our lovely school and | will be preparing the school for the change-over of school
leadership. The position of principal at Agnes Water State School is currently in the process of recruitment
and should be finalised about week six of this term. | will also be involved in my own transition to
Bluewater State School and will be out of the school at the start of November and start of December.

Prep Transition Days

Our next transition mornings will be held on Tuesday 16 October, Wednesday 31 October and Thursday 15
November. These mornings will include parent information sessions with the school and BUSHKids.
Sessions will be held in Miss Tooker’s classroom from 8:50am to 10:50am.

Prep enrolment interviews will be held in November. All future enrolments must have an interview prior to
commencement. To assist in organising these interviews, parents are asked to ensure that all enrolment
forms are returned to Agnes Water State School by Wednesday 31 October. Parents will be contacted by
the school in late October to early November to book in an interview time.

Enrolment packages for 2019 are available from our school office or from the Agnes Water Childcare Centre.

Secondary School Readiness Programs

Rosedale

On Wednesday 5 December and Thursday 6 December our Year 6 students will be attending Rosedale P-12
School. These days form part of our Secondary School Readiness Programs and assist students with
becoming familiar with the curriculum offerings in Secondary Schools and their operation. While our Year 6
students are attending many different schools for Year 7, and each school is unique in their offerings and
operations, the Secondary School Readiness Program is designed to give a general perspective of Secondary
School. These two days are about building independence and will benefit all students regardless of the
school they attend. More information about this program will come home closer to the days.

Other Secondary Schools

We do not provide supervision or organisation of transportation for students attending transition to schools,
other than Rosedale. It is important for parents to make contact with their child’s future school for
information on their transition programs. Please inform our school if your child will be absent for a particular
transition day for our records.

DCC will be hosting their transition day on Tuesday 27 November.

Student Leadership

Our Year 5 students have begun their leadership application process. This process involves the endorsement
of staff and election by students into leadership positions. Year 5 students are required to have their
applications for leadership submitted Friday 16 November. On Friday 30 November, Year 3, 4 & 5 students
will have the chance to vote for our student leaders and school captains for 2019. The announcement of our
student leaders and captains will be made at our presentation night on Wednesday 12 December.




Student Enrolment Returns

At the start of this week a hard copy of the student enrolment return survey was sent home to all families.
This followed the online survey link. Parents are asked to either complete the online or hard copy version
and return this to school by Friday 26 October.

Student Free Day

On Monday 22 October, all state schools will be holding a Student Free Day. All school staff will be involved
in training on this day offsite and our office will be closed. Students will return to school on Tuesday 23
October.

Facility Works

Our students and staff are so grateful to our P&C Association and wider community in supporting
fundraising efforts to deliver classroom air-conditioning ahead of schedule. Apart from two blocks, our
school is now fully airconditioned.

We have several other projects occuring around the school over the next few weeks including the removal
of two of our water tank stands and the resurfacing of our tennis court. It is expected that these projects
will commence on the 22 October.

P&C Fundraiser 11 Novemher

The P&C Association can only support our school with the assistance of parents. This year parents have
given a lot to support our school and | am thankful for this. There are still a couple of events to go for this
year that the P&C need your help with. One of these is the Bunnings Sausage Sizzle on Sunday 11
November. This will be an all day event and we need your help for an hour or two on the day. If you are
able to assist on the day, can you please email pandc@agnewatess.eq.edu.au with a time between 8am
and 4:00pm.

School Banking Changes

There have been a few changes to procedures for children banking with Commonwealth Bank. The
banking day is now Wednesday of each week. To make it easier for our school-banking convenor, students
banking with Commonwealth and Bendigo are asked to bring their banking in on a Wednesday.

From the Head of Curriculum

Mrs Leigh Tankey

Mental Health Week

We are proud of the way we integrate well-being into our classroom practice and workplace. We do this
through our health lessons, in daily transitions and regular mindful mediation practice. It is a timely
reminder during Mental Health Week to keep in place the activities and rituals that help the well-being of
our children and ourselves. As parents it can sometimes feel selfish to take time out for ourselves, when in
fact, it is so important to do so. Simple things like sitting and watching the garden with a cup of tea, or
taking a ten-minute walk in nature, can fill your bucket, so that you in turn can keep filling others.
Modelling these smalls, regular acts of self-care is also a powerful message to your children. We aim to
equip them with skills for life that will help ensure they can recognise and regulate emotions, in turn
building resilience when times are challenging.



mailto:pandc@agnewatess.eq.edu.au

Developing Summarising Skills in Reading

‘Research suggests instruction and practice in summarising not only improves students’ ability to
summarise text, but also their overall comprehension of text content...” (Duke and Pearson, 2002). Being
able to summarise can be a tricky skill to master, yet is very worthwhile, particularly as students move into
the higher year levels. Asking your child to retell what they have read is a great way to start building this
skill. One fun way to introduce this concept is called a Three Word Summary (taken from our Sheena
Cameron school reading comprehension program). After you have read to your child, or they have read
silently to themselves, have them say or write down THREE words that they think are most important in the
story. The words don’t have to be in the story (although they can), they can be themes that are presented.
For example, a three word summary for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory could be integrity, dreams,
chocolate! This can open up some valuable conversation, which really enhances the meaning of the text
and deepen their understanding.

“Cel ebrate what you want to see more of.” To
This week | am celebrating the dedication and hard work of the Mr Stu Lane, one of our 5/6 teachers and
our PE teacher. Mr Lane is responsible for providing so many enriching opportunities for our students —
both in an out of the classroom. He motivates and inspires every student making sure they know how they
can reach their potential and encouraging them to move outside their comfort zones, and he leads by
example. Thanks for everything you do for our school community Mr Lane, we appreciate you.

Please share what you see...email me at ltankl@eg.edu.au so we can all benefit from the dedication of our
educators. | look forward to continuing to be a part of this very professional, caring and inspiring team.
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Have you checked out our newest harvest?

Our students fave been putting it to

good use!




